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ECFNC Monthly Meetings 
Except for our annual dinner in November, 
monthly members’ meeting are held the second 
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm at Ojibway 
Nature Center, 5200 Matchette Road, Windsor, 
519-966-5852. We also have monthly outings, 
posted in the ‘Activities and Excursions’ section 
of this newsletter as well as on our website.  
Visit our Website at essexcountynature.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Upcoming ECFNC Activities 

 
July 2nd – Windsor Butterfly Count 
 
July 13th – Lyme Disease Talk – Windsor Essex 
County Health Unit 
 
August 10th – Finding Birds in Essex County  
 
September 10th and 11th – Blue Kestrel Café at the 
Hawk Festival 
 
September 14th – Purple Martin Populations 
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Inside this issue … 

A great big Thank-You to everyone 
who submitted articles and photos to 
the Egret this month. We always 
appreciate your submissions and 
couldn’t run this newsletter without 
them!  

Eastern Bluebird Photo By Clarine Maiolani 

Save the Date! 
Our 32nd Annual Dinner will be November 

5th. 
Speaker: Bat Expert, Brock Fenton 
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The Essex County Field Naturalists’ 
Club was incorporated in March 1985. 
We are a registered charitable 
organization which promotes the 
appreciation and conservation of our 
natural heritage. ECFNC provides the 
community opportunities to become 
acquainted with and understand our 
natural world through identification, 
maintenance and preservation of the 
natural areas within Essex County and 
surrounding regions. ECFNC is 
affiliated with Ontario 
Nature/Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists. The Egret is published 
quarterly. To receive information on 
the Essex County Field Naturalists’ 
Club or to submit articles, letters, 
reports, etc., please write to: 
 

Essex County Field Naturalists’ 
Club 

c/o Ojibway Nature Centre 
5200 Matchette Rd. 

Windsor On, N9C 4E8 

 
President: Jesse Gardner Costa (zissoucosta@gmail.com) 
Vice-President: Tom Preney (tompreney@hotmail.com) 
Secretary: JoAnn Grondin (519-734-0056) 
Treasurer: Cathy Lapain (aclapain@gmail.com) 
Membership Secretary: Carl Maiolani 
(carlmaiolani@cogeco.ca, 519-972-1399) 
Directors:  
Linda Menard-Watt (519-734-1879) 
Dave Krause (519-825-7491) 
Kory Renaud (koryrenaud@gmail.com) 
Sarah Baldo (519-300-0039) 
Claire Sanders (sandersc@uwindsor.ca) 
Steve Marks (steve.marks66@gmail.com) 
Jessica Rose (roset@uwindsor.ca) 
Paul Pratt (naturalist@primus.ca) 
Jeremy Hatt (hattjeremy@hotmail.com) 
 
Chairpersons/Liaisons: 
Ontario Nature Liaison: JoAnn Grondin 
ERCA Liaison: Sarah Baldo 
ERCA Conservation Areas Advisory Committee for park 
management: Sarah Baldo and Tom Preney 
Bluebird Committee Chairman: Don Bissonnette 
Essex County Land Stewardship Liaison: Linda Menard-
Watt 
Ojibway Liaison: Tom Preney 
Citizens Environment Alliance Liaison: Jesse Gardner Costa 
Windsor Essex County Environmental Committee: Jesse 
Gardner Costa 
Canada South Land Trust Liaison: Dave Kraus 
Detroit River Canadian Cleanup Liaison: Claire Sanders and 
Steve Marks 
 
Committees: 
Egret Editorial: Sheeva Nakhaie (chair), Sarah Baldo, Betty 
Learmouth, Jessica Rose 
Field Trips: The Executive 
Heritage: JoAnn Grondin (coordinator), Dave Kraus, Betty 
Learmouth, Jim McAllister, Bruno Sfalcin, Gerry Waldron, 
Shirley Grondin, Cathy Lapain, Rachel Hasson 
Little River Enhancement Group: Ian Naisbitt (chair), Jesse 
Gardner Costa 
Fish Book: Dave Kraus, Jesse Gardner Costa 
Website: Sarah Baldo, Kory Renaud (co chairs) 
Social Media: Kory Renaud and Sarah Baldo

About the Club … ECFNC Contacts 

Information 
 

ECFNC website 
www.essexcountynature.com 

Egret email: 
roset@uwindsor.ca 

ECFNC fax # 519-839-4795 
 

Ojibway Nature Centre 
519-966-5852 

Point Pelee National Park 
519-322-5700 

Essex Region Conservation Auth. 
519-776-5209 
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Pelee Island Trip 
By: Kendall Woodfield 

 
The trip to Pelee Island was a little earlier this year, so apart from the vegetation being at 
an earlier stage, we missed sharing the ferry with the Freemasons, who are quite a jovial 
lot, who usually go over at the same time to open up their lodge. So as much as I missed 
the atmosphere, there was more room to move. 
  
The bare trees and grey skies were not cheered up by the "shoe tree" a home for lost or no 
longer wanted shoes of all kinds, never to walk again. I also noted a used wine bottle tree 
in someone's garden and wondered if the tree would be able to bear the weight as the 
Summer progressed. 
  
The memorable places are the always dramatic Lighthouse, which seemed desolate this 
year and looked as if all life had abandoned it, until two seagulls flew above and made 
noises that even a non-birder as myself would recognise. 
  
Fish Point is always fascinating, and today showed the difference between both sides 
very clearly. One side is like a walk in the woods, with fallen trees that were negotiated 
clumsily by myself, which was at odds with being in a Spring Wonderland with abundant 
colourful groundcover, a setting fit for Hiawatha to sprint out of. The lake water on this 
side was wilder than I have ever seen or heard it. A walk to the other side of the point, a 
matter of seconds, felt like walking into a different country, where the sun was out and 
the lake water still and almost silent, a change came over the group as they warmed up 
and started chatting. 
  
We went past the home of Mary and John Celestino, where Dave K. had taken us on two 
occasions, each memorable for the warm welcome given to us. They both passed away 
within a couple of years of each other, and although I am only a passing acquaintance I 
will remember his quiet reserve, but friendliness and her youthful enthusiasm for her 
garden of native plants, and she needed it, as there was always plenty to do in that garden, 
from early morning onwards. Her crusade against garlic mustard was more than evident 
on her walks with us, and she was always the last one trailing behind, vanquishing the 
enemy as she went. 
  
The weather was colder and windier than on my previous visits and not being in the class 
of experienced outdoors person, who know to carry, on their person, clothes for all 
eventualities, I found myself on the Krause property, which was giving Wuthering 
Heights a run for it's money, toque-less and glove-less with little comfort from seeing 
others in the same position. Here we saw some snake habitats, built by Dave and his 
father, some were built of stone, piled up and looking very stone-age authentic and others 
were made from straw, compressed into large squares and covered with wire, the gauge 
only allowing in smaller creatures. Various snakes were seen that day, and a salamander, 
much to the delight of the group. 
  
Just at the end of out trip, on the Sunday, we witnessed something which I think made us, 
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who witnessed it, feel uplifted. Megan and Adam, the fit, young people in the group, 
helping one another, like they had been training for this for years, released a bird caught, 
we were told in a rooftop trap for at least 24 hours. What the trap was doing there and for 
what purpose, is a mystery to me, in this wildlife haven, but the bird flew away...free at 
last! 
  
And this is why a non-bird watcher loves Pelee Island. 

 
Little River Twin Oaks Cleanup Event 

 
Kelly Laforest, Caroline Biribauer and Ian Naisbitt 

 
The Little River flows north through the Twin Oaks Business Park, in East Windsor. This 
location is immediately south of E. C. Row Expressway, east of Lauzon Parkway and 
north of the Canadian Pacific Railroad tracks.  
 
On 16 November 2015, the City of Windsor officially designated the city owned property 
within the Little River corridor a municipal park. Consequently, our partnership decided 
to clean up the area around the cul-de-sac of Munich Court.  
 
History: 
 
In the early 1980’s, the former golf course owner drastically altered the river course from 
its original natural state. A dam was constructed to restrict the flow of water, the river 
was dredged and the natural slope of the valley was filled with earth, until it was nothing 
more than a U-shaped drainage ditch. Due to the severe slope of the riverbank, plants 
were unable to take hold and that made the banks erosion prone. Sections of the 
streambank “slumped” after the Spring thaw sending soil to the river bottom. 
Consequently, a “muddy river” would flow during high water levels.  
 
The environmental quality of this section of river was identified in the Little River 
Comprehensive Stream Study Report (1992) as being “impaired or degraded.”  
 
Flora and fauna observations by the Little River Stewardship Study/ Biological Inventory 
in the Twin Oaks Corridor (1994) included: American Toad, Black Oak, Muskrat, Red 
Fox, Slippery Elm, Great-Horned Owl, Leopard Frog, American Basswood, Fox Snake 
(species at risk), Staghorn Sumac, Red - tailed Hawk, Shagbark Hickory and Snapping 
Turtle.  
 
The Twin Oaks Golf Course was sold to the City of Windsor to be developed as a 
Business Park. This section of Little River was isolated and, unfortunately, many people 
used the area as a convenient dumpsite. Therefore, the Little River Enhancement Group 
(Lil’ Reg) targeted this area and mobilized our volunteers for 4 cleanup events: Saturday, 
23 April and Saturday, 22 October 1994; Saturday, 20 April and Saturday, 19 October 
1996. 
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1997 – 1998: 
 
The major, “Little River Rehabilitation at Twin Oaks Business Park Project,” was carried 
out by the City of Windsor with various partners. The objectives included: 
 

Ø Enhance the existing river cross-section; 
Ø Reestablish the natural floodplain; 
Ø Improve stormwater quality; 
Ø Enrich the aquatic and invertebrate community; 
Ø Reestablish riparian habitat; 
Ø Develop a trail for public access. 

 
The concrete dam was demolished and the debris removed from the valley. The entire 
amount of fill that had been dumped into the river valley was extracted and placed along 
the top of the restored valley slopes. It formed the base of the 1.2 kilometre recreational 
trail that the City constructed along the east side of the river. Bulldozers carved the slopes 
back into a functioning river valley and a meander was created in the riverbed. 
Stormwater retention ponds have been designed to receive roof and parking lot runoff. 
The tiny particles suspended in the runoff settle to the bottom of the ponds and do not 
flow into the river. Tributaries with rock chutes have been added throughout the Business 
Park to help prevent erosion from the surface runoff. The entire area was then seeded. 
The asphalt pathway provides a unique recreational, “connecting with nature” experience. 
Trail users will see excellent views of the naturalized corridor with the Little River and 
hopefully enjoy some local wildlife as well. This project was funded and/ or supported by 
the City of Windsor in partnership with, Environment Canada/ Great Lakes 2000 Cleanup 
Fund, Essex Region Conservation Authority (ERCA), Detroit River Canadian Cleanup 
(DRCC), Great Lakes institute of Environmental Research/ University of Windsor, Essex 
County Nature (ECN), EcoAction 2000 and Lil’ Reg. This Stream Restoration Project 
was a tremendous achievement. It was, and is, an excellent example of a ‘multi-purpose’ 
project, which provided trails for passive recreation, while greatly enhancing flood 
control, water quality and wildlife habitat. 
 
In essence, a “natural gem” has been created by the project partners. As well, students 
from the former Concord Public Elementary School and Riverside Secondary School 
were invited by the City and ERCA to plant trees and shrubs in the restored river valley. 
Students and adult volunteers participated in 5 planting events: 24 April, 6 May and 12 
November 1998; 29 October 2005 and 4 May 2006. Community volunteers planted over 
1 800 trees and shrubs in the Little River valley at Twin Oaks. Some of the species of 
trees and shrubs that were planted include: Burr Oak, Buttonbush, Sycamore, Red-osier 
Dogwood, Basswood, Elderberry, Swamp White Oak, Red Cedar, Black Willow and 
Kentucky Coffee tree.  
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Summer 2015: 
 
Development of the area brings to mind the phrase, “Build it and they will come,” the 
road was built; they did come and illegally dumped their garbage and tore up the 
parkland with their off-road vehicles! 
 
At the request of the Little River Enhancement Group, the City of Windsor cleaned up 
the extensive amount of garbage that was illegally dumped at the Munich Court cul-de-
sac. Using a front end loader and truck, the company hired to do the job hauled all the 
garbage away that was at the end of the cul-de-sac. Concrete barriers were placed across 
the road to prevent more dumping and access to off-road vehicle. A “Tip of the Hat” to 
Councillor Hilary Payne (Ward 9) for being instrumental in getting the garbage cleaned 
up and the barriers installed. Unsurprisingly, people came and dumped their garbage in 
front of the barriers and the off-road vehicles drove around them. This illegal activity has 
caused a tremendous amount of surface damage to the new park. 
 
 

Rut Damage from the Trespassing 4 x 4 Trucks 
 

 
 
For the past few years, Kelly Laforest (Caesars Windsor CodeGreen group) has 
contacted Caroline Biribauer (ERCA) and requested a site for them to clean up. Caroline 
coordinates and organizes the event to help them celebrate Earth Day.  
 
The CodeGreen group chose to clean up the Twin Oaks Business Park site for their first 
time. On Wednesday, 13 April, over 60 volunteers participated in Little River Cleanup 
Event # 38. Mother Nature presented us with a good day: 8 C temps, some clouds, but 
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mostly sunny; a light wind and thankfully zero precipitation! Eager volunteers cleaned up 
from 5 to 7:00 p.m. This was the 5th time the community has cleaned up the debris from 
Twin Oaks.   
 
Along with the CodeGreen group, there were volunteers from the City of Windsor, the 
DRCC, ECN and Lil’ Reg. This robust working group collected an impressive pile of 
garbage. The riparian zone of Little River looks a lot better from the volunteers’ efforts. 
 
 

The Final Pile of Twin Oaks Garbage 
 

 
 
List of Garbage from Cleanup Event # 38: 
Barbeque; 
Bed mattress; 
Bedsprings; 
Butane canisters (32); 
Carpet; 
Cement blocks; 
Chair; 
Cushions; 
Fuel tank from truck; 
Garden hose; 
Golf bag; 
Lamp shade; 
Landscaping cloth; 
Lawn mower; 
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Paneling; 
Patio stones; 
Plastic jugs and pails; 
Plywood pieces; 
Power washer; 
Roof shingles; 
Sofa bed; 
Swimming pool solar blanket and hose; 
Televisions (2); 
Tires (5); 
Tonneau cover for a pickup truck; 
Umbrella for garden table; 
Vinyl house siding; 
Wood pallets and 2 x 4’s. 
 
Lil’ Reg and ERCA appreciate CodeGreen for mobilizing their volunteers and helping to 
coordinating this cleanup event and look forward to working with them in the future. 
Also, we would like to express a big thank you to the City of Windsor/ Environmental 
Division for hauling the garbage away; placing the cement barriers and assisting our 
group with the cleanup. Together, our partnership will endeavour to create a natural area 
that will improve the ecosystem health of the Little River and be enjoyed by people 
making the much needed connection with nature. 
 
 

Wildflower Walk 
 

By: Colleen Robinson Hand 
 

Recently spending May Day afternoon with the  Field Naturalists Club learning about 
native woodland plants in our area, was a truly a  treat for 
this gardener.   Our guide was Mr. Paul Pratt, who is not only knowledgeable and 
engaging, but possesses a wonderful sense of humour when educating the uneducated 
such as I, about our woodland plants. 
 
Our outing was in Kopegaron Woods Conservation Area on this chilly misty 
Sunday,  where the understory was beautifully carpeted with  a beginning array of  spring 
wildflowers.  May Apples were in abundance, but  not yet bloomed. Yet still they were 
wonderful, in that one could look and imagine that they were offering up their umbrella 
shaped foliage  for a garden fairy seeking refuge from the wetness. 
 
Jack-in-the-pulpits (*Arisaema triphyllum*),  which I found out can switch and be 
"Jacquelines"  if need be in order to propagate and survive, poked up from the ground. 
Spring Beauty (*Claytonia virginica*),  Dwarf Ginseng (*Panax trifolius*) -  its roots a 
natural aphrodisiac, I came to learn -  and the gorgeous yellow and bronze of the Trout 
Lily, all  were joyously participating in beautifying this area with their spring glory. 
 



 

 

The Egret             June 2016 

Page 9 

 
 

 
*Trout Lily     (**Erythronium americanum*) 

Photo Colleen Robinson Hand* 
 
A special treat for this woodland plant novice such as I, was learning our 
provincial  flower (White Trillium), also exists in my favourite colour - red.  I was like a 
child in a candy store seeing these beauties.  Beautiful carpets of red trillium 
,  gorgeously bright among a sea of green May Apples and the brown fallen leaves  of the 
mighty oaks which still carpet the ground from the autumn before.  Equally fascinating to 
find was a pink trillium that apparently is not too common  of a find around here, or so I 
am told. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*T. grandiflorum* f. *roseum (pink triillium)* 
*Photo Colleen Robinson Hand* 
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Despite having ferns in my gardens at home, I still always delight in seeing them unfurl 
themselves in spring.  Here at Kopegaron Woods one can see Lady Fern (*Athyrium 
filix-femina*) and  Interrupted Fern (*Osmunda claytoniana*) still beautifully furled, just 
waiting to fully wake up and spread their foliage out in the coming warmth.  Each furl of 
the many different species of fern, I truly find intriguing.  Solomon's Seal * 
(Polygonatum **),* and Wild Leek (which I have come to learn have a much more 
garlicky flavour than regular leek), can be found here as well. 
 
Sassafras, tulip-tree, and *Carpinus caroliniana, *(commonly known as blue-
beech/ironwood, or musclewood), grow in this bit of Carolinian Woodland,  as does the 
mighty Oak.  Soon foliage will cover their limbs, so these woodland flowers have only a 
fleeting, yet so very beautiful moment to shine before sunlight no longer reaches them on 
the forest floor.  Until next spring that is, when once again we will be graced by their 
beauty. 
 
Kopegaron Woods, located in Wheatley, is an enjoyable visit and learning experience 
that any nature enthusiast and/or gardener should  attend with the Essex County Field 
Naturalist Club.  I thank my daughter who is a member, for the invite.  I've found a new 
spring gem to enjoy and wander in Essex County and I've gained a bit more knowledge 
of what grows here.  I will return to this spot both as Spring progresses and more flowers 
bloom, as well as in our other seasons. 
 
 

Earth Day 2016 Planting Event 
 

Caroline Biribauer and Ian Naisbitt 
 

On Sunday, 24 April, the Windsor-Essex community celebrated Earth Day by planting 
approximately 2000 trees and shrubs of various sizes! Over 1000 community volunteers 
participated in this event! Volunteers worked from 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The Essex 
Region Conservation Authority and the City of Windsor organized the event. 
 
The weather for the day was mainly sunny with a UV index of 7 or high; a clear, blue 
sky, slight breeze of 20 km/h, with 10 to 12 degrees Celsius temperatures over the 
morning. Thankfully, there was a zero percentage of rain. In other words, it was a 
wonderful Spring day to plant trees! 
 
This was the final year for planting in this section of Little River Corridor Park, between 
Florence Avenue and the old channel of Little River in east Windsor. Plans were made to 
direct the volunteers to infill the areas that required more trees. Also, this was the 89th 
time our community partnership has planted trees or shrubs in the Little River 
Watershed!  
 
The species of trees we planted included: Freeman’s Maple, White Oak, Pin Oak, Red 
Maple, Burr Oak, Sycamore, Swamp White Oak, Silver Maple, Shumard Oak, Tulip Tree 
and Eastern Cottonwood. 
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Wildlife observed in the area included: Tree Swallows, Red-winged Blackbirds, the 
ubiquitous Canada Goose, a pair of Mallard Ducks enjoying the wood chip pile and a pair 
of Ring-necked Pheasants were flushed from the meadow habitat that still exists at this 
site. The children were enthralled with the number of Garter Snakes roving around the 
area; they were definitely connecting with nature as they caught the snakes for a closer 
examination. It may have been a bit traumatic for the snakes, but the children were eager 
to meet them and release of course. However, the highlight of the day was a pleasant 
surprise for Ian. He was placing flags in the ground to direct volunteers to plant a tree at 
this spot. While bent over, he saw what he thought was a wasp’s nest about 50 
centimetres from his foot. After staring at it for awhile; looking at it sideways, he realized 
it was an American Woodcock sitting motionless on the grass. Ian removed the flag and a 
couple of others around the bird and slowly backed away. Seeing different species of 
birds surviving in the area gives us immense satisfaction of knowing the work we are 
doing in the Little River Watershed is benefitting wildlife.  
 
As well, the recreation trails throughout the area will permit people to make the much 
needed connection with nature; they may even be lucky enough to experience the 
different species of wildlife that call this area home. 
 
The Little River Enhancement Group has appreciated the efforts from the How-to Crew 
of volunteers. As well, thanks to the Essex Region Conservation Authority for organising 
Earth Day events in our adopted watershed; a big thanks to the City of Windsor for 
choosing this site for planting. This section of the Little River stream has benefitted 
tremendously from the planting of 8000 trees and shrubs over the years. 
 

Children with their Moms and Dads Planting Trees on Earth Day 
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Heritage Committee Earth Day Bake Sale-April 24, 

2016 
By: Cathy Lapain 

 
The beautiful sunny weather once again brought many people out to Malden Park this 
year to attend 2016’s Earth Day celebrations.  Several people, big and small came out to 
buy our bake goods throughout the day.   The young kids this year were very 
entertaining; coming to our booth to see how many goodies they could get with their Eco 
Dollars.    We had everything from apple pies to tarts.  Cookies in the shape of animals, 
butterflies and flowers and chocolate covered pretzels, several types of cookies and 
squares and much more to entice the sweet tooth of all who attended.   
Thanks to everyone who helped set up, bake and sell the bake goods.   
Set Up:  JoAnn Grondin, Shirley Grondin, Cathy Lapain 
Bakers:  Kathy Lesperance, Pearl Bradd, Joan Murphy-Walker, Peggy Hurst, Denise 
Hasson, Jessica Rose, Paula O’Rouke, Donna Vazzoler, Louise Masse, Cathy Lapain, 
JoAnn Grondin and Shirley Grondin.   
Sellers:  Joanne Gamble, Carl Maiolani, Rachel Hasson, JoAnn Grondin, Kathy 
Lesperance, and Cathy Lapain.  
 
Thanks to everyone who bought our bake goods and made this event a real success.   
 
 
 

 
 

“Little River Enhancement Group 
 

Established 1991 to Protect and Enhance the Little River 
 

In Honour of 25 years Service to Our Community and Environment” 
 

Caroline Biribauer, Paul Giroux, Claire Sanders and Ian Naisbitt 
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A Fine Group of Dragonfliers 

 

 
 

Photo Credit: Irek Kusmierczyk 
 
On Saturday, 30 April, the Little River Enhancement Group (Lil’ Reg) and friends, a.k.a. 
Dragonfliers, gathered along the Ganatchio Trail extension in East Windsor. Our 
community partners joined us to applaud our 25th Anniversary! Of course, we planted 25 
trees to celebrate our special occasion.  Also, our commemorative boulder was unveiled. 
 
Mother Nature blessed us with a typical Spring day: temperatures started at 8 and rose to 
10 Celsius over the morning, blue sky with a bit of cloud cover and a slight breeze to 
keep it cool; a 1 % chance of rain! 
 
Our volunteers enjoyed planting 25 large stock trees; each one represents a year that we 
have worked to improve the ecosystem health of the Little River and Detroit River 
Watersheds. This particular occasion was the 90th time Lil’ Reg has participated in a 
planting event! With the help of our community volunteers and partners, we have planted 
36390 trees and shrubs! Species of trees planted today included: Pin Oak, Basswood, 
Sycamore, Hackberry and Chinquapin Oak. 
 
Little Reggie the Dragonfly and friends are thankful for the help they have received from 
our foundation of volunteers and partners. A special, “Tip of the Hat,” for the City of 
Windsor, Essex Region Conservation Authority and the Detroit River Canadian Cleanup 
committee for making our 25th Anniversary an extraordinary event.  
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While there wasn’t a reverent “flyby” from the dragonfly community in the area, we 
know they will enjoy the habitat improvements along Little River Corridor Park.  
 
 
 

Point Pelee and Hillman Marsh Outing – April 10 
By: Jeremy Hatt 

 
On Sunday, April 10, six hardy souls braved subzero temperatures and bitter cold winds 
on an outing to Point Pelee National Park and Hillman Marsh. For an outing that was 
meant to welcome the beginning of spring, it felt more like a mid-winter walk, and 
indeed, it was much colder than a previous outing held in early January along the Detroit 
River! 
 
Everyone in good spirits despite the cold, the morning started off well scanning rafts of 
ducks off the west side of Point Pelee. Here we found all three species of scoter: White-
winged, Surf, and Black, about a 1,000 scaup (made up of Greater and Lesser Scaup), 
Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, and Red-breasted Mergansers. Four Common Loons 
diving in the distance was also a highlight and the first of the year for some in the group.  
We did not linger long at the Tip itself due to unpleasantly cold winds. Ready to take 
shelter in the forest, we made our way north to the Visitor Center to walk the Tilden 
Trail. Early spring migrants like Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Eastern Phoebe, and Golden-
crowned Kinglets were found in high number. Smaller numbers of Brown Creeper, 
Winter Wren, Hermit Thrush, and Chipping Sparrow were also seen.  
 
After lunch at Paula’s Fish Place, the group then visited Hillman Marsh to try for some 
early shorebirds in the Shorebird Cell. When we arrived at Hillman Marsh, we were met 
with rain. Determined to see some shorebirds, we hiked to the Cell anyway; not about to 
let a bit of miserable weather dampen our spirits. Thank goodness for the blind! 
Unfortunately absent were the Pectoral Sandpiper and Greater Yellowlegs there the day 
before (standing in snow!), but a group of 17 Dunlin gave us something to scope. A good 
selection of ducks were also present including Gadwall, American Wigeon, Mallard, 
Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal (the most abundant duck with 
250 birds present), Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, and Ruddy 
Duck. Pied-billed Grebe, American Coot, and Forster’s Terns were also in the Cell.  
With light rain threatening to turn to freezing rain, we called it a day. In the end, our 
group tallied a combined total of 63 species.  
 
The full eBird lists for the outing can be viewed here: 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S28883219 (Point Pelee) 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S28864059 (Hillman Marsh) 
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Forests Ontario Community Planting Weekend 
 

Paul Giroux, Allen Stephens and Ian Naisbitt 
 

On Saturday, 7 May, the Windsor-Essex community celebrated our “Community Planting 
Weekend.” Essex County Nature was invited to this event by Paul Giroux, City of 
Windsor Forester.  
 
Forests Ontario produced a flyer with this information: “Play a part in "greening" your 
local community by joining Forests Ontario, CAA South Central Ontario, TD Friends of 
the Environment Foundation, Ontario Wood, City of Windsor and the Essex Region 
Conservation Authority.”  
 
This is the fourth year in a row our group has supported the Forests Ontario initiative; the 
sites have been located in the Little River Watershed in East Windsor. The Lakeshore 
Woods site expansion was completed last year; therefore, Tranby Park in East Windsor 
was the new site for 2016. The woodland in Tranby Park is within rock throwing distance 
of the Little River Watershed boundary. Consequently, Lil’ Reg will include the trees 
planted today (200) in the watershed total of 36590. The plan is similar to the Lakeshore 
Woods plan – expand the existing woodland to increase forest cover in our Windsor-
Essex community. The trees that are growing in the existing woodland include: Swamp 
White Oak, Honey Locust, Hawthorne, Pin Oak and Freeman’s Maple. A side note on 
Freeman’s Maple: these trees are hybrids, a cross between Silver and Red maples. Their 
attractive Autumn leaf colour varies between yellow and red shades. 
 
Mother Nature once again cooperated and provided a wonderful Spring day for us. Mild 
temperatures of 18 C, blue skies with a mix of sun and cloud with a slight breeze to keep 
the volunteers cool. 
 
Over 50 community volunteers (children, parents and grandparents) participated by 
digging holes; planting and mulching the trees! Volunteers worked from 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. The ground was wet; therefore made the digging easier. However, the “sticky when 
wet” infamous Essex County Brookston Clay at this site was heavy! It was a challenge to 
break up the dark grey-brown clay and return it into the hole. Species of trees that we 
planted include: Burr Oak, Silver Maple, Pin Oak, Freeman’s Maple, American 
Sycamore and Red Maple. These trees don’t mind having “wet feet” and will readily 
adapt to the poor natural drainage and clay at this site. Additionally, this selection of trees 
will enhance and diversify the woodland at Tranby Park in the future.  
 
Plans are in place for Forests Ontario to return to Tranby Park for future Community 
Planting Weekend celebrations. We look forward to receiving our invitation next year to 
expand the woodland further into Tranby Park. 
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The Essex County Field Naturalists’ Club  
Bluebird  Committee  Report  2015 

 
Bluebird production was down in 2015. We only 
counted 17 successful pairs of Bluebirds in 2015 
with 92 fledglings produced. That’s quite a drop 
compared to 2014, when we counted 26 successful 
pairs with 115 fledgling Bluebirds. 
   Part of the problem was the weather. Most years, 
our Bluebirders are checking their houses through 
February and March…. (Replacing any damaged 
houses, relocating House Sparrows, and mice etc.) 
Unfortunately there was lots of snow in February 
and March. There was snow in April also. A lot of 
Bluebirders could not inspect their Birdhouses, due 
to the deep snow, in late winter. 
   Many Bluebirders inspected their Birdhouses for 
the first time in April. A lot of their Houses had no 
Bluebirds or Tree Swallows ...just mice and House 
Sparrows. No “Hakuna matata” for our native 

birds.	 ("Hakuna	 matata"	 is	 a	 Swahili	 phrase;	
translated,	 it	 roughly	 means	 "No	 worries") 

Fortunately the winter of 2015-2016 has been mild, with very little snow. The 
Bluebirders have been working on their Birdhouses. Hopefully our native birds will 
experience less trouble in the spring of 2016. 
    Another reason for the Bluebird production drop, is the loss of good habitat. Over the 
last few years, we have lost some very good Bluebird trails. Some of these Bluebird 
habitats have been sold. For various reasons, the new owners do not want us to continue 

monitoring. In the case of Club trails, we 
remove the Bird Houses in the fall. 
   In the case of Affiliate Trails, we 
introduce ourselves to the new owners. We 
offer to continue to monitor. We give them 
literature about Bluebirds and Tree 
Swallows. We offer to teach them how to 
monitor. To date, no new property owners 
have accepted our offers. 
   On a positive note, the Tree Swallows had 
good production in 2015. In 2014 we 

counted 119 successful pairs of Tree Swallows, with 578 fledglings. In 2015, we 
recorded 139 successful pairs of Tree Swallows, which produced 638 fledglings. 
   Due to the mild winter, there are numerous reports of Wintering Bluebirds here in 
Essex County. A Note-worthy Bluebird sighting comes from Caroline Kopchuk. On 
Thursday, February 4, she saw a mixed flock of Robins and Bluebirds in Oakwood Park 
in South Windsor.  

News from the Trails 

Adult male Bluebird Photo courtesy of Graham Brown 
 

Photo Courtesy of John Balga  
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Great Crested Flycatchers-This Summer, Joan 
Affleck discovered a nesting pair of Great Crested 
Flycatchers, while monitoring the Santarossa 
Bluebird Trail. These are large cavity nesters in the 
Flycatcher family. These birds are too large to fit in 
our Birdhouses. Their nest was in a PVC field tile 
which was hung on a wire. 
   Occasionally, this pair was joined by another pair 
of Great Crested Flycatchers. This visiting pair was 
seen in nearby trees. The 2 pairs would call to each 
other, but never approached each other. 
 
Trouble at Tuckette Farm-In late winter, Gerard 
Tuckette trapped and relocated lots of House 
Sparrows. In March, a pair of Bluebirds bonded with 
a natural cavity. In early April, both of his 
Birdhouses were claimed by Tree Swallows. 
   Unfortunately, the House Sparrows continuously 

usurped the native birds.  Gerard was trapping a few House Sparrows every week. He 
wondered, “Where are all of these House Sparrows coming from? “ 
    In early May, Gerard’s neighbour, Bob came over to chat. Bob had a few Craft-store 
Birdhouses nailed to wooden posts. “I found a way to control Sparrows,” said Bob, 
boastfully. “Over the past few weeks there were House Sparrows fighting with the Tree 
Swallows at my Birdhouses. I covered the Birdhouses with plastic bags. After a day or 
so, the Sparrows would go away. The Tree Swallows eventually came back. The 
Sparrows might come back, so I just cover the Birdhouses with the plastic bag again and 
hope they go away.”  
    Gerard asked Bob,” And where do the Sparrows go?” Bob answered, “Away, I guess.” 
Gerard explained to Bob, that his actions were leading to the Tuckette Farm native birds 
being usurped and killed. Gerard gave his neighbor a Van Ert trap, and showed him how 
to use it.  Years ago, some Bluebirders did this dangerous short-sighted 
practice….covered up, or plugged up, any Birdhouses, where House Sparrows were 
settling in. The House Sparrows simply moved to the next closest cavity (natural or man-
made) and killed or usurped whatever native birds (adults, or eggs or nestlings) that 
inhabited it. Thank goodness, this dangerous practice has come to an end. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos Courtesy of Don Bissonnette Great 
crested flycatchers 
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Calculating the Number of Tree Swallow Fledglings 
In 2012 we started recording the number of Tree Swallows fledged.  Now we are able to 

calculate the average number of Tree Swallows fledged per pair.  
 
Year    # of Tr. Sw. Fledglings               # of Pairs        Tr. Sw. Fledglings /Pair  
 
2012   780              179   4.36 
2013   578              119   4.86 
2014   852              191   4.46 
2015   630              140    4.50 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society ‘s Annual General Meeting will be held at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens in Burlington on Saturday, March 19, 2016. For more information, 
visit their website...www.oebs.ca 
 
North American Bluebird Society‘s Annual Convention will be at the Ellis Bird Farm 
in Lacombe, Alberta. It is a weekend convention, scheduled for July 8th, 9th and 10th. For 
more information visit the NABS’ website…www.nabluebirdsociety.org  
 

 
 
 
Van Ert Traps Available 

Ø Call Don Bissonnette at (519) 738-3279.  
$20.17 + $2.62 (HST) = $22.79 
 

 
 

Thank You  
 
Thank you to TD Canada Trust’s Friends of the Environment Foundation, for their 
contribution to our Bluebird Committee in April 2015. 
 
Thank you to Cathy Lapain, JoAnn Grondin, Kory Renaud, Jeremy Bensette, Jeremy 
Hatt, and Carl Maiolani. These people participated in the Baillie Birdathon. A portion of 
their pledges were donated to the Bluebird Committee. Thank you to all of their 
sponsors! 
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“FIRSTS” for 2015 
 

1st Redwing Blackbird was reported on Sunday, March 8th, on the Arner Townline 
(County Road #23) just south of Essex.  (John Balga)  

 
1st Killdeer….a small flock of Killdeer was reported flying over Leamington on 
Tuesday, March 10th. (Don Bissonnette) 

 
1st Wood-ducks…a pair of Woodies were on the Luchese Pond on Sunday, March 
22. (Joan Affleck) 

 
1st Bluebird Nest: discovered by Clare and Marg Calder, on the Kelly Property on 
Tuesday, March 24.  

   
 

1st Tree Swallow was observed by Gilles Breton, in his backyard, near Woodslee, on 
Sunday, March 29th. The next day, John Balga and Shirley Michinski also reported 
Tree Swallows.   

 
1st House Wren was heard singing at the Braithwaites’ property on Saturday, May 
2nd. (Don Bissonnette) 

 
1st Baltimore Oriole was reported by Bob Tanner, at his home near Union, on 
Sunday, May 3. The 2nd Oriole was reported a few hours later by Caroline Kopchuk. 
Caroline saw this bird at her South Windsor Home.  

 
1st Hummingbird was reported by Dan Bissonnette, on Sunday, May 3 at his home 
near McGregor.   

 
1st Orchard Oriole was reported on Tuesday, May 5th, by Bob Tanner at his home.  

 
1st Nest of Bluebird Hatchlings was found at the Woodiwiss on    Thursday, May 7. 
(Bob Tanner) 

 
1st Tree Swallow Egg was reported at Vagi’s also on Thursday, May 7.(Bob Tanner 
again!) 

 
1st Nest of Tree Swallow Hatchlings… Don Bissonnette recorded 2 Tree Swallow 
Nests with recently hatched young on the Grosso Trail on May 27.     

 
1st Budgie was reported by Paul Hamel. Throughout the Summer and the Fall,  a 
Budgie was seen  roaming Paul’s  neighborhood . It would occasionally be seen 
slipping into Paul’s Birdhouses. 

 
 

The ‘Blue Roof ‘   Birdhouse Project 
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   Some Bluebirders have been painting the roof of their Birdhouses blue. Some are 
reporting that in some cases the House Sparrows will not use these Birdhouses. The 
native birds are then able to nest undisturbed. Some of us decided to give this ‘Blue 

Roof’ Project a try. 
Case #1 … Joan’s Birdhouse 
   Joan had a birdhouse in the same 
location for almost ten years. It 
always hosted a pair of Tree 
Swallows. Unfortunately, it 
frequently had House sparrows move 
in. This   always resulted in the Tree 
Swallows being usurped or killed. 
   In early April, Joan reported that 
both Tree Swallows and House 
Sparrows were staying close to this 
house. I cut a piece of ¼” plywood 
the roof ‘s dimensions, painted it 
blue, and attached it to the top of 
Joan’s Birdhouse roof. 

   The Results: The House Sparrows stayed at the House, building a nest and chasing the 
Tree Swallows. These House Sparrows were captured, using a Van Ert Trap and 
relocated. It turns out, that if a pair of House Sparrows is well bonded to the Birdhouse, 
then they won’t be deterred by the addition of a ‘Blue Roof’ to their house. 
Joan reported that a pair of Tree Swallows moved into this house soon after the House 
Sparrows were relocated. 
Case#2…The Hanging Birdhouses 
   Wes had 2 hanging Birdhouses suspended by chains in Honey Locust trees, about 6 feet 
off the ground. These houses had hosted both Tree Swallows and Bluebirds in the past. 
Unfortunately, in the past few years these native birds were usurped by House Sparrows 
on a few occasions. 
   In late winter, I painted the roofs of these two Houses blue. When we rehung them in 
the trees, House Sparrows checked them out. Strangely, the House Sparrows Never sat 
on the blue roofs. 
   The Results: The House Sparrows still bonded with these Hanging Birdhouses. 
Although they avoided the roof, they did sit on the branches surrounding the Birdhouse. 
They built nests, and chased off any visiting native birds. 
 
Case#3…Dan’s Backyard 
   Dan has a large backyard with 2 Birdhouses. In early April, Dan reported that Tree 
Swallows, Bluebirds and House Sparrows were visiting his Birdhouses. Unfortunately, a 
House Sparrow pecked a Tree Swallow to death.  
   I went to Dan’s on April 9th with a new Peterson Birdhouse with a blue roof. One of his 
Birdhouses was in good shape made of unstained, aged wood. The other Birdhouse was 
in bad shape, so we replaced it with the Blue Roof Birdhouse. 

  Peterson House with Blue Roof: Photo Courtesy of Don Bissonnette 
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   It’s important to note that the Blue Roof Peterson was set in an open, stark area. There 
were no dense shrubs nearby where House Sparrows could hide. 
   The Results: The Tree Swallows and Bluebirds landed on the roof, happy with the new 
house. The blue roof provided some degree of camouflage for both species. The House 
Sparrows would not approach it! The House Sparrows stayed close to the old Birdhouse. 
A Van Ert Trap was installed in the old Birdhouse.     Dan reported that 11 House 
Sparrows were captured and relocated at the old Birdhouse over a three day period.    
   I visited the site on April 12th and found that the Blue Roof Birdhouse contained a half-
built Bluebird Nest! A pair of Tree Swallows sat steadfast on the Roof of the old 
Birdhouse. They were no longer in danger of being killed or chased off by the House 
Sparrows. 
   Dan reported that both the Bluebirds and the Tree Swallows had nests of 5 young each. 
The moment the Bluebird Young fledged, a new pair of Tree Swallows moved in, relined 
the nest and produced 3 fledglings. 
   I have a Hypothesis about the Blue Roof Bird House. When a male House Sparrow 
begins to bond with a Birdhouse, he sits for many hours on the Roof. He chirps to invite a 
female House Sparrow and repel any other 
male House Sparrows. Most traditional 
Birdhouse Roofs are some shade of brown, 
which offer some camouflage to the dull 
coloured   Male Sparrow. However, the House 
Sparrow has no camouflage on the blue roof. 
He would be a target to Accipiter Hawks. 
   Conversely, both Bluebirds and Tree 
Swallows have some degree of camouflage 
when sitting on a Blue roof. If these native 
birds sit on a traditional brown Birdhouse roof, 
they have no camouflage and are more likely to 
be spotted by a hungry Accipiter Hawk flying 
overhead. 
   Over the Winter I will build more Blue-roof Birdhouses. We will continue to 
experiment with them in the spring.  

*** 
Thanks to everyone involved in this labour of love. I hope all of you have a successful 
year with lots of Bluebirds and Tree Swallows.  
 

Sincerely,      Don Bissonnette 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hatchling Bluebirds - Photo by G. Brown  
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Activities and Events 
 

For further information concerning the ECFNC excursions, visit 
www.essexcountynature.com, or contact the executive (please see contact page). Let us 

know your ideas for upcoming excursions. Consider volunteering as an excursion leader! 
 
July 2nd  – Windsor Butterfly Count – 9:00am – The	Windsor	Butterfly	Count	will	be	
held	Saturday,	July	2	this	year.	The	count	has	been	conducted	very	year	since	1984.		The	
count	area	includes	Windsor,	LaSalle	and	parts	of	Tecumseh.	Everyone	is	encouraged	to	
report	their	sightings	or	come	out	to	the	Ojibway	Nature	Centre	at	9:00	am	and	go	out	
with	an	experienced	observer	for	the	morning.	A	$4	per	person	fee	is	collected	to	offset	
publication	of	the	North	American	results	by	NABA. 
 
July 13th   – Windsor Essex Health Unit – 7:30pm – Jenny	Tan,	Public	Health	
Inspector,	will	be	speaking	on	the	prevention,	symptoms	and	treatment	of	Lyme	Disease	
and	West	Nile	Disease.		Join	us	for	her	presentation	at	Ojibway	Nature	Centre.		
	
August 10th   – Finding Birds in Essex County – 7:30pm – With	nearly	300	bird	
species	seen	annually	and	around	400	species	total	historically,	Essex	County	is	without	
a	doubt	one	of	the	highest	quality	regions	in	Canada	for	bird	watching.	Join	Jeremy	
Bensette,	one	of	Ontario’s	current	top	birders,	as	he	walks	us	through	the	art	of	finding	
birds	in	Essex	County.		This	talk	will	be	held	at	the	Ojibway	Nature	Centre	
	
September 10th and 11th  – Blue Kestrel Café at the Hawk Festival  – 	.		We	will	be	
offering	our	homemade	muffins,	hot	dogs,	sausages,	etc.	at	our	Blue	Kestrel	Café	on	this	
first	big	weekend	of	the	Hawk	Festival.		If	you	would	like	to	be	involved	in	planning	or	
volunteering	at	this	fund	raising	event,	please	contact	JoAnn	Grondin	(519-734-0056).	
 
September 14th   – Purple Martin Populations  7:30 pm -  Why Building and 
Maintaining Purple Martin Populations in Ontario is so important.... 
Since  2005, the number of purple martins in Ontario has dropped from about 25,000 to 
an estimated 15,000 today. Similar declines have been recorded across Eastern Canada 
and the American northeast.  
What is killing Ontario's purple martins? How can we help stop this decline?   
John Balga, (Ontario Purple Martin Association) will give a brief description of the 
species and point out some possible causes for this decline and give you tips to attract and 
manage this species in your backyard at our September meeting located at the Ojibway 
Nature Centre.  
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Essex County Field Naturalists’ Club 
Membership Form – Due annually 

 
Individual membership $20.00 / year   ______   Family membership $25.00 / year   
_________ 
Student (full-time)   $10.00 / year   ________  
Tax Receipt Eligible: Life membership $500.00 ________    

Donation _____________ 
 
Publications: Wildflowers of the Canadian Erie Islands by Mary Celestino $15 ______ 
   Fishes of Essex County and Surrounding Waters by Lynda D. Corkum $25 
_____ 
   www.fishesofessexcounty.com  
 
Name   _____________________________________ 
 
Street   _____________________________________ City   
____________________________ 
 

Province   _____ Postal Code   _______________   Phone Number   
______________________ 
 
E-mail   ___________________________________         
 
o Please contact me to volunteer at ECFNC events! 
 
Make cheques payable to: Essex County Field Naturalists’ Club 

c/o Ojibway Nature Centre 
5200 Matchette Rd. 

Windsor On, N9C 4E8 
 

Thank you! 


