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NATURE CLUB CALENDER

1St week

oNnd \week

. Look for sarly spring wildflowsca:
Spring Baauty, Hepatica, RBloodroot,
Spring Creas, Harbinger-of-Spring.

. Spring Peepers and Chorius Progs will be
atarting to call,

¥
Rondeau Park, slide presentation by Al :no.:.._.nn-ﬂ

4t Marlborough Communit Cent H 1
ToleeErer el ¥y re, Hednesday, April

cofferad by 0jibway Hature Centrs start
April 11lth. Por information call
966-5852.

- Yallow-rumped (Hyrtle} Warblers start to
raturn.

. Trilliums in blooa.
+» Hatch for early warblars.

* Bird Bomanaa, at Point Peles, a week long
event, for informaticn cail 326-1161.

* Cameroun, slide presentation by Mary Dyer,
4t Marlborough Community Centre, HWedneaday,
Hay @th at 7130 p.m.

* Hature in Slides and Art, at the Essex
Civie Centre, Hednasday May 8th at

7100 p.m. to 9100 p.m. fFor information
call Bev at 776-5209,

* Nature Photoqraph Horkshop, at Cedar Creek
Conmervation Araa, on Saturday, May 1llth at
10130 a.m. to 12:30 P.m. Por information
call Bev at 776-5209.

« Birdwatchers intereasted in the Bird Atlassing
project for June - July, please contact
Paul Pratt at 966~5852,

* River Canard Canos Race at Rivar Casard

Community Centre, for information call
Bev at 776-5209,

ECPNC Indoor Program, teplc to be announced
{call Tom Hince, 126-1124), Harlborough
Community Centra, Wodnesday, Juna 12, at
7130 p.a.

® Atlss Day for Birdwatchers, Juna 15th, call
Faul Pratt at 0jibway, 966-5852.

* Ceadar Creek Canoa Hika at Cedar Cresk C.A.
on Saturday, June 15 from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon, Por information call Bev at

176~5209.

EDITORIAL

Inside this lssue of THE EGRET are a variety of articles which we hope you
will find enjoyable and informative. Included is our first seasonal bird
sightings summary, compiled by Tom Hince, which we hope will be a regular
featura in future nawsletters. In this issue Tom summarizes sightings from

1 January to 28 February. Next issue {June 15) will cover 1 March to 31 May.
All birdwatchers, whether casual or serious can help by sending your slghtings
(promptly on 31 May or before) to Tem Hince, c/o Point Peles National Park,

R. R. 1 Leamingtoen, Ontario NBR 3V4. We are also always looking for articlas,
notes, poems, drawings, aetc. for THE EGRET: send them to me, ¢/c The Esaex
Region Conservation Authority, 360 Fairview Avenue West, Essex, Ontario

KBM 1¥6. Deadline for material for the summer issue i{s 31 May.

Each issue of THE EGRET may look like a fairly easy undertaking, but believe
me, it is anything but that. PFirst articles have to be coaxsd from willing,
but often busy and procrastinating contributors. This sometimes takes tepeated
phone calls and lettars. Submitted articles are sometimes typed two or three
times (follouwing corrections and revisions) by two dedicatsd and compatent

ERCA typists, Ava Ewaet and Diana Hansen. Most artwork and graphics coms

from the talented pen of Pat Woolston. Deb Gorman-S5mith contributas the

Junior Maturalist section each issue, and Bev Christiansen contributes tha
Nature Club Calendar. Printing is in the capable hands of Skip Cassan.

A number of others have helped with each issue, and to all I am very grateful.

Mike Oldham
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Junior NATURALISTS

FuNn FAcTs ABourt INSECTS

lﬂl vanw e ate n-ﬁuﬁu.q:nuuﬂ L ﬁ<J.H.$ (=] ﬁV\ MNAU mw. mw oo mw\u - mnumw
of insects +hat have been described.
That s more +han all +he number of
species of _u~n3.._m aond animals combined.
Of ol +hose Species of insects, over

8k, k00 have been Yound in Norith
America,

Did you know an insect's body has +hree
m.n1+m +o i+ ? The body is made up of

+he HEAD, +he THORAX and +1he ABDOMEN.
On the insecl's head are +he eyes, +he
antennae and the mouth pacrts.

On +he +horax or middie section are sSix

leqs and +the wings if +that*t insect has them.

Al

Ditfferent

insects Q_S\D,\ have sSi/x am/ww.

species of insects may have Ao wings, one

n..10...+<<0 munmjm O;_...S:.J
he abdomen us ually Qon....mm

1uan:¢.mw on m.*.
Is a spider an ingsect 7

S.
not have an )4

7

Look care £ :vx :

Who's Hiding Here?

Usa an orange crayon or marker lo colour al
the spaces with dots. You'll see who's hiding
here.

Allan & Libby Kidnew
Victor Prisbe

Shannon Sanborn

Tom Hince

Marie Elias

Joan & Bill Brack
pariene ¢ Philip Horm
Ian Robertson

John Pilkington, Gord Cupchuck
James McAllister
Myrtle ¢ Wilfred Bessette
Ralph Thomas

Pat & Dave Skoyles
Fred ¢ Callie Israel
Cheis Hospes

Arfie Joswick

Mel Reader

Mirielle Delisle
Bertha & Harold Sweetman
Jim & Pat Watson

Bill Morsink

Betty Learmouth
Mariann & George Stone
Charles Wilson

Mike Oldham

Dave Munro >
Barbara Robertson
Bessle Schroeder

Bill & Frances Langlois
pavid & Germaine Osborn
Terry & Paul Pratt

Phil Robarts

Susan Morrison

Pater Bondy

1985

734-6898
944-7196
253-3007
326-1124
258-8392
738-3173
735-0127
948-0930
969-6943
254-1854
256-2867
948-8038
969-6973
258-31186
255-1457
250-2044
253-7650

RENEWED MEMBERS

/ 256~4914

{days) / 326-6927 {evenings)

613/733-3386

738-2585

326-8457

944-5108
944-0845
735-9777
736-5380
176-5617
948-4164
945-7867

258-4259
969-5518

733-6505

326-1050

254-8960

738-6037
735-2376
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POINT PELEE CHRISTMAS COUNT _ 1984
Kinglets through Warblers: Kinglets were seen in small numbers with many ; S e =y
"disappearing” after the late January storm. A Ruby-crowned on Jan. 5th was ber birdwatching and socializing combine to form that unique and treasured
notable (K0). A nice warm-up for spring were several large flocks of Cedar Ny AR
Haxwings gorging themselves on Wild Grape at Pelee throughout February {m. ob.).
The only Northern Shrike sighting was Jan. 7 at the Pelee Visitor Centre (TH). "Christmas® birds in North America and the 33rd time it has been done at
Despite the snowstorm in late January, two very hardy Yellow-rumped Warblers
survived the winter at Point Pelee. No other warblers were reported as
expected! 3

b event - the Christmas Bird Count (CBC). 1984 marked the 85th year of counting

Polnt Pelee. Prom the Eirst Pelee count in 1920 until 1959, counts were

done sporadically but from 1960 on they have been an annual event., During

that time a cumulative list of 143 species have been penned into Pelee CBC

Blackbirds, Finches, Sparrows: By Feb. 18 male Red-winged Blackbirds were
pouring in, to tune up for spring. Included in this incursion of blackbirds
were several Yellow-headed Blackbirds. One was at a feeder in Point Peles {J8),
and two were seen at the Watson's feeder in Leamington. Paul Pratt's keen

eyes picked out a spring migrant Brewer's Blackbird Feb. 26 on Matchette Road
in Windsor. Come rain or shine, hail or sleet, through snow and ice the counters always

flather an amazing diversity for such an apparent ‘cool’ pericd

record books.

for bird activity.

It must not be underestimated that the true CBC ingredient is the ohserver.

House Finch numbers continued to escalate with an estimated 250 to 300
birds in the Leamington area and other sightings at Windsor (CK) and Wheatley
(PP). It was a poor year for finches overall, only one Evening Grosbeak report
(Jan. 24 - Leamington - PP}, a smattering of Goldfinches and Purple Finches. creek valleys into marshes and muck in search of the elusive "Christmas®
One bright spot however were the 35 Whit-winged Crossbills north of Wheatley birds. Many observe a tradition and hike with friends for perhaps the only
on Feb. 9 (PP et al.). Sparrows provided standard fare except for the nice .
find of an overwintering Fox Sparrow which appeared at Pelee on Jan. 18 (BG).
Rounding out the season's sightings were a nice selection of Longspur and rookie year. Whatever the weather it seems a hond, a comaraderie bullds
Snow Bunting reports. Tops among these were 400 to 500 Buntings, Longspurs, N they battle the elements in their quest. At the end
and Horned Larks that pleased observers through January and February at Pat e e !
Watson's feeder!

appear at dawn of the appointed day. Wrapped in layers of clothing, thermoses

in hand with a brisk step and a defiant smile they forge through woods and

time that year. For others the tradition may just be starting in this their

of “The Day” ruddy skinned bodies assemble to tell atories of their defeats

and, or course, their triumphs!
pring is not far now. Please send us your bird sightings for the spring
season (March to May) mo later than JUNE STH to get included in the next EGRET. This ‘compilatlon' as it is known is the moment of reckoning Eor the counter.

Good birding! Thank you to all the contributors. Bﬂaﬂiﬁ}}\;j No matter how seasoned or how green it always happens that everyone has something
Cited Observers: Jim Baetow(JB), Peter Bondy(PB), Mark m1==~c=ﬂxmu.‘r*1md__m \mwn»Lumemhnrr;ﬂu oy T Tk

Delisle(MD), G. Fisher(GF), Bi11 Foott(8F), Lorraine Foott(LF), Bus Girardin(BG),
Tom Hince(TH), Carol Kopchuk(CK), Sue Morrison(SM), many observers (m. ob.),
Dennis 0'Grady(D0}, Mike J. 01dham(MJO}, Karl Overmann(KD), Paul Pratt(PP), 1 participants I would like to thank a number of long-time Palee CBC counters
Terry Pratt(TP), Ralph Thomas(RT), Pat Watson{PW), Alan Wormington{AW).

This year's CBC was as memorable as ever. But before I thank this year's

Tom Hince
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Conmon Loon ! Horned Lark 26
BERD SIGHTINGS --- JANUARY 1 to February 28, 1985 Great Dlue Heron 5 Blue Jay 1t
Canada Goose 70 American Crow 965
: Am. Clack Duck 63 Black-capped Chickadee 3
This is the first column in a regular series of columms ow bird sightings Mallard 171 ReiI2breas LadING L3 Eeh 5
in Essex County. Each column will roughly cover a season. This one “The Redhead 1 Brown Creeper 15
= Greater Scaup g Carnlina Wren 2z
Hinter Season" covers January and February. The :mwn column will cover from s Qe 1 Winter Hren 3
March 1 to May 31 inclusive. If you have any sightings for that period, please Oldsquaw g Harsh Wren 1
luded. Th Black Scoter 1 Golden-cr. Kinglet 55
send them to me NO LATER THAN JUNE S5TH or they cannot be include e more CUrfiScoter 1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2
people participating, the better the resuits. My address is Tom Hince, c/o Conmon Goldeneye 67 tastern Bluchird 5
o R. NBH V4. Bufflehead 14 Hermit Thrush i
Point Pelee National Park, R.R.#1, Leamington, Ontario N8H 3V Houded Merganser ? e LHI 21
Common Merganser 178 Water Pipit 17
- jee and ma Red-breasted Merg. 58 Cedar Haxwing 123
Weather: After a rather mild December, Lake Erie had little ice an ny Bald Eagle 1 Northern Sheike 1
small streams and ponds were still open in early January. Shortly after the Northern Harrier 8 European Starling 1808
Sharp-shinned Hauk 1 Yellow-rumped Warbier 16
J (] e ellow-rumped Wa

New Year however winter set in and for a 35 day period from mid January to Cooper's Hawk 3 cemmealyel |aathroat 1
late February the thermometer did not rise abave freezing once. Snow was Red-shouldered Hawk 5 Northern Cardinal 90
Red-tailed Hawk 6 Am. Trec Sparrow 3eg
greater than average with two notably severe storms, the worst of which Rough-legged Hawk 1 Field Sparrow 5
occurred around January 21 closing may facilities and virtually shutting down American Kestrel 1 Sony Sparrow 52
" k February ?1 Ring-necked Mheazant 20 Swantp Sparrow 149
towns and cities throughout the county. The cold snap broke on February Virginia Rail " U tESthToR ted S nar rom 18
when a large warm moist air mass moved through southern Qntario for four days, Little Gult 9 Hhite-crowned Sparrow g
RN ing migrants. The Bonaparte's Gull 17500 Dark-eyed Junco 294
melting snow, causing severe flooding and bringing many spring mig Ring-billed Gull 312 Snow Bunting 1
genzral warming trend continued through the end of February, though several Herring Gull 1393 Red-winged Blackbird 6100
th ended. Thayer's full 1 Rusty Blackbird 3
coldidays occurred ibefore theimonth ende Great Black-back. Gull 92 Cowmon Grackle 187
Pock Dove 117 Brown-headed Cowbird 254
: to the large amount of open water many mergansers Mourning Dove 4 Purple Finch 4
Loons_ through Ducks: = Due; to thejlarge P & g Eastern Screech-Owl 3 liouse Finch 83
and goldeneyes and an assortment of other species were still present in early Great Horned Owl 15 American Goldfinch &4
January. The four Mute Swans at Wheatley on January 21 were most unexpected Short-eared Owl ! House Sparrow _ _ _ _ 1890

Red-headed Wnodpecker 1 FHew Species T e
(TH). Also of note there was a female Hooded Merganser on the same date. Downy Wondpecker 20 Pectoral mm:m@qum !
Among the assortment of overwintering ducks on the Detroit River were 50 Hairy Woodpecher 1 Black-leqged Kittiwake 3
Northern Flicker 12 Tree Swallgw 2

Canada Geese, 1 Pintail, and 2 Greater Scaup (PP,PB). The first spring
migrants occurred February 18 when 3 Redheads and 500 Goldeneye arrived at
Wheatley (AW). Following that many species returned within just a few days --
Black Duck on Feb. 24 (AW - Onion Fields); Gadwall, Pintail, Lesser Scaup,
Ring-necked Duck, Canvasback {all AW - Feb. 25 - Onion Fields at Pelee);

Total Species: 81

Total Individuals: 38,452

Participants:  Brad Arner, Jo Barten, Dick Benoit, Peter Bondy, Mark
Brunton, K.J.Burk, Jobn Cartwright, Horman Chesterfield,

Bill Fielding, Bill Foott, Lorraine Foott, Tam Hince,

June Hurley, Mark Jennings, Edward Keith, Betty Learmouth,
Dave Martin, Paul Pratt, Terry Pratt, lam Richards, Ross
Snider, Ralph Thowas, Pat Watson, Don Wilkes, Bruce Wilson,
Charles Wilson, Sandra Wilson, Linda Wladarski, Alan
Woodtiffe, Alan Wormington,

American Wigeon (Feb, 26 - Wheatley - AW); and Bufflehead (Feb, 27 - Hillman
Marsh - AW). Among the first migrant Canada Geese were 25 at HiTlman Marsh
on Feb, 27 (LF,BF)., The first Tundra Swan arrived all on its own on Feb, 27
at Hillman Marsh (LF,BF).

Hawks, Herons, Shorebirds: Among the more interesting overwintering raptors
were Red-shouldered Hawk, Northern Harrier, and Bald Eagle. Seven reports of
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tracked most often and one of the oldest deer of the group of 17 that had
collars. Ludgate (as we called her) was located just east of Grundy Provincial
Park on Hwy #522. Her summer habitat was centered around the old sawmill town

of Ludgate. The town of Ludgate, we ware told, was once a thriving metropolis
but had lost most of {ts 25 inhabitants when the sawmills in the area closed some
time age. At any rate, Ludgate was tracked continually during the spring months
and found to occupy an area of approximately 1 square mile as her summer habitat.
In early spring using the tracking technique, 1t was possible to find her
approximate location and walk in-on her, fn hopes of getting a sighting,or at
least the flash of her yellow collar as she bounded through the woods. In May
Ludgate gave birth to twins, and it was no longer possible to get a visual on
her, as she evaded us at all costs. We realized her protective reasons for doing
this and persisted at our attempts to see her just long enough to verify our
prediction of twins, Numerous small deer tracks could be seen in the area, each
one small enough to be covered by a quarter,

In the fall Ludgate again set cut for the Golden Valley area with her two
fawns, a distance of about 20 miles. Ludgate was one of the first deer to be
collared (approximately 2 years agqo} and we believed that she was somewhere
between 5.7 years of age, 3She had cleverly managed to escape from hunters for
numerous hunting seasons, (As a point of interest I was recently talking with
a person who worked in Golden Valley over the fall and apparently they were able
to track Ludgate during the hunting season. Surprisingly she had not yet moved
from her summer range. Even though many local hunters knew of her approximate
Tocation, within that 1 square mile she was able to elude the hunters gun.)
BRAVO?771!

As well as the tracking technique mentioned above, the crew at Golden Valley
were also responsible for aerial tracking, pellet surveys, behavioral studies and
an initial project at collaring newborn fawms. Ah, but then again that's a
different article.

It will take many years of research and study to reach any conclusions about
the different combinations of grain feed and their effects on the health of deer.
It was possible though in just 1 year of study to follow deer from their winter-
ing grounds in Golden Valley to as far east as Hwy #69 (a few mites N. of Parry
Sound}, as far west as Hwy #11, south to Sundridge and north as far as the French
River, 5. of Lake Nipissing. The Farthest winter/summer range was approximately 35
miles as the crow flies (one way), the shortest distance travelled was approximatsly
15 miles.

Golden Valley certainly couldn’'t nwauuqu to Toronto for the wild night life

10

ROTEE PROM A NATURALIST

On a membership renewal form for the Essex County Pield Naturalists Club

was written: “Pleasa take a fsw moments and jot down your particular natural
history intereats on the back of this renewal form.” With a certain amount
of bravado and much audacity I typad this:

The Universa: moons, planets, meteors, comats, suns, galaxies, galactic
clusters, black holes, quasars, atc.

Rocks and fossils.

Bacteria, viruses, protozoa.

Pungi, lichens, algae.

Mosses, liverworts, stoneworts.

Vascular plants -~ a vast array.

Sponges and coelentarates.

Worms - flat, fluke, taps, round, hook, hersehair.
Crustaceans and insects.

Centipades, millipeds, spiders & kin.

Fish and harptiles.

Birds and mammals.

The Hoomin Been - it satruggles to excel, its achisvemsnts and failures.

Some sage once wrote: “Man wes given an imagination to ccmpensate for what
he is not, and 2 sensa of humor to console him for what he is."

One has to admire this creature for what it has accomplished, while at the
same time prodding it with gentle banter lest its ego become too inflated.

Some of you will remember a talk I gave to the Sun Parlour Hature Club, with
the title "Prom Quarks to Quasars.®

That was the end of what I wrote on the back of the form.

The list of non-life and life forms is more or less in the traditional sequence.
The talk "Prom Quarks to Quasars® was & summation of what is prasently known

in the biclogical and related fielda of science. I offered no original thoughts.

I merely compiled from what I'd read. Many years ago I submitted a sample of
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I would suggest that you choose a good day for this trip or you'll spend
most of the day avolding pools of water 2s we did. Rain gear would help tut
the abundant bird 1ifs inhabiting the forest and meadow are wunavailable on such
days. Warblers of many types {1520}, fox sparrows amd woodpeckars are
abundant; win dickcissel and lark sparros are sametimes spotted. Our first
sharp tatled sparrow was seen here in tall grass in a pouring raln singing
away. Even in such weather the display of wildflowers is impresive and the
gnarled trees and shrubs bent cut of shape by a relentless wind provide an
eeries sight.

For some wnknown reason, double crested cormorant populations seem to be
exploding. One new colony on a rocky outcrop a couwple of hundred metres
offshore on the New Bnnswick side of the Bay of Chaleur, had caused the
complete denuding of the vegetation and the smell vhen the wird was fraom the
west {as it usually is) was quite strong. The locals were thinking of doing
something to end this "nuisance” when we were thers. Great cormorants were
seen cnly at Perce, on Cape Breton, and at Prince Edward Island National Park
but doubla crested cormorants were one of the most comon sea birds wa saw.

Although we cnly skirted the coast of New Brunswick, what we saw certifies
its claim as the "Picture Province®. Our lmpression was of a vast wilderness
sprinkled randomly here and there with towns. Kouchibouguac National Park
along the eastern shore is a rmal gem. 'The bulk of the park consists of
. coniferous and mized deciduous forest with bogs and the sighting of beaver,
mose, and bear is almost guaranteed. All the boreal species of birdas can be
seen here especially woodpeckers, pine grosbesks, gray jays, chickadees,
croasbills, and spouce grouse, The highlight for us however, was the coastal
area with its tmys, lagoons, and broad sandy beaches amd dunes. Piping plover,
can be seen away from the public beaches along with other shore birds while
Common and Arctic tern abound just offshors. Gannets by the hundreds oan bte
seen doing their dives about a kilonetre or so offshore. Both gray seale and
harbour seals are usually seen at the muth of the St. [ouis river. Tha warm
sunmy weather we experienced here reminded us of sea islands of Georgia to
which this area in the summer compares very favourably.

On our way south from here we decided to take in the salt marshes south of
Sackville cn the torder of Nova Scotia. This area is so vast and inaccessible
by road that unless you are prepared to walk long distances lugging scope,
lunch and camera equipment you should forget it. If you have the time,

14

ANSI's (AREAS OF NATURAL AND SCIENTIFIC INTEREST)
IN ESSEX AND KENT COUNTIES

ANSI 18 the latest in a series of acroayms used by the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources (M.N.R.) to denote natural areas worthy of protection. In
Essex County. These Areas of Natural and Scientific Intereat include some
locations which are very familiar, such as Point Pelee and Ojibway Prairie, and
some which are much lass well known, auch as Oxley Swamp. Regardless, each
ANSI has been chosen for a specific purpose, and together, the ANSI's in this
area provide a good representation of the diversity of natural features
remaining in our highly modified landscape.

BACKGROUND

Much of the original identification and Eieldwork for the tiniatry of
Natural Resources' present ANSIL's was initiated as part of the International
Blological Program {I.B.P.) which vas undertesken from 1967 to 1972 in 75
countries. The Ontario I.B.P. program was particularly successful and resulted

in the {dentification of 350 sitea. The original intant of the project was
that the 'best’ of these sites would become candidate nature resecves. Fur a
nunber of resasons, most of thesa wers never officially designated under
Ontario's Provincisl Parks Act. In northern Ontario, conflicts developed with
oinlng and logging operations; in the south, the [.B.P. areas were mostly
privately owned and money was not available in the public cofferm for
large—scale land purchases.

The M.N.R., however, still retained its mandate to “protect provincially
significant elements of the natural and cultural landacape of Ontarifo”. The
evolution of Environmencally Sensitive Arsas (E.5.A.'s) in various counties in
Ontario clearly demonstrated that there was an Iimportant role for government
agencies to play i{n the preservation of ecologically significant areas that
wvere privately owned.

Ag with E.S.A."'s, ldentification as an ANSI does not necessarily lndicate
an intent on the part of the Ministry to purchase the land, as this is simply
not affordable. HNeither does it represent an attempt to restrain or pravent
any privete use of land. The goal of the Ministry is te mitigate impacts on
these ANSI's. This is done by ensuring that landowners are aware of the

natural fsatures on thefr property and by seesking the owner's cooparation in
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MARITIME QDYSSEY, PART 2

Travelling can at the same time be both exhilarating and frustrating;
exhilarating because of all the npew sights amd nnmmnwm:nmu ona has and
frustrating because there are always still other things you wnated to see or
experience tut didn't and the lingering doubt that you might never again have
the chance. It was with this awareness that we travelled to Maritime Canada
hoping to see as much of five provinces as we could, but knowing full well we
were givimg only superficial treatment to an area deserving of much more
attention.

There is much to commend each of the areas of eastern Canada and it is
always interesting to hear travellers extol the virtues of their favourite
vacation spot which they have discovered after much wandering and conparing and
to which they unfailingly return. These devotees make a convincing argument
for their cholces and by mting their tips we greatly erhanced cur enjoywent of
the area,

The Gaspes had always semmed to me 33 same vague, wdistinguished area save
for Perce rock but scmething that wer should endure because we were so close on
our way to New Brunswick: and anyway, shouldn't we see Perce rock?

Shortly after entering the Gaspe we began to comprehend why ona Family we
et enroute, returned each year to the Gaspe for its holiday. Leaving the St.
Lawrence at Ste. Anne des Mcuts for the interior, you scon enter the Parc
Gaspesie, a very large provincial park with over 240 kam. of hiking trails and a
variety of Flora arnd fauna probably unmatched anywhere in eastern Canada. The
chic-choe mountains offer over 150 species of alpine flowers on the 30 km2
top of Mt. Albert; Mt. Jaccues Cartier is closs to 4,200° high (1,268 metres).
Guided walks to the tops of these mountains are mrovided by the park
naturalists and woodland caribou are likely to be seen here. Moose, deer, and
bear abourd in the park as well as close to 250 species of blrds including all
the boreal species, warblers and some arctir speciesa. Osprey are quite common
and their nests are often seen as ane peers ocut over the valleys.

Continuing east on Highway 132, a two to three hour ride brought us to
Forillon National Park, a 240 kxy2 park with a variety of trails that offer
boreal forest, bogs, tundra, waterfalls, and magnificent sea scapes. The trail
to cap de Gaspe comes within a fow feet of the aige of cliffs that rise in
places alrost 700 feet above the boaming surf below. It is along this trail
that ane is most likely ¢ ses vhales and seals: raucous ravens are always
heard. The meadows were full of flowers and the sky wes alive with bird life.

16

LAKE ST. CLAIR MARSHES
These 6§50 hectare marshes at the southeastern corner of Lake S5t. Clair

offer the bast-quality representation {n the site discrict of ghallow marsh
vegetation complexes (Point Pelee is a deep water marsh). Communities found
here fnclude cattail marsh, reed marsh, meadow marsh, submerged aquatics, swamp
forest, and barrier beaches. The area is very significant as a staging and
breeding area for thousands of waterfowl and is particularly well known by
naturalises for its concentracions of Tundra (Whistling) Swans. Rare Elocra and
faupa here include the white form of Swamp Rose Mallow (Hibiscus palustris),

Yellow Star Grass (Hypoxis hirsuta), Arrow Arum (Peltandra virginica), Spotted

Turtle and Eastern Spiny Softahell Turtle. The site is a remnant of the
extensive marshes and prairies which sprawled across the northern half of Kent
County at the turan of the 1l9th century. Today, it is mainly privactely owned
vith the St. Clair Natfonal Wildlife Area being the only property in public

hands.

BIG CREEK MARSH

This 1160 hectare gite south of Amherstburg is one of the best shoreline
cattail marshas in the site diserict and the largest wetland Ln Essex County.
It diffars from the Lake St. Clair marshes in providing greater expanses of
shallow open water interspersed with cattail stands and wore extensive
rvepresentation of swamp forest thickets. It also contains upland forest
communicies and some representation of beach vegetation. It {s a major
wvaterfowl staging area and provides one of the few nesting habicats for Bald
Eagles in southwestern Ontario. In 1984, one young eagle was fledged. The
herpatofauna ia particularly rich at this site with Spotted Turtle, Musk
Turtle, Ribbon Snake, and Blue-Spotted Salamander being some of the rare Essex
County herps recorded here.

Notable rare plants include: Green Dragon (Arisasma dracontium), the

largest population of Prairie White Fringed Orchids (Platanthera lepcophaea) in

the County, and an obscure little sedge known as Hemicarpha micrantha.

Radiscovered this past summer by Hike Oldham, this spacies had not been seen in
the province in over 80 years. Not surprisingly, it was last collected by John
Hacouan {m 1901.

Moat of Big Creek is privately owned and is threatened by encroaching
development and declining water quality.
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